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September 17, 1991 

Robert M. Nelson, Jr. 
Manager 
DOE. RFO 

Attn: P. M. Powell 

SUPPLEMENTAL ANALYSIS FOR THE 881 HILLSIDE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSI*;lE?IT 
(2381 -RF-91) - JMK-0577-91 

The subject letter requested us to initiate a supplemental analysis for the 881 Hillside EA cf  Jaw:-. 
1990 (DOUEA 0413) to determine if. given changes in the proposed action and other events sK: 

the EA was prepared, there were any information gaps in the EA sufficient to necessliate cnanges 
that document. We conclude that there are not. 

We note first that DOE recently confirmed the conclusion of the EA that the French drain is :he 
Proposed Action. 

Secondly, construction documents for the French drain include certain changes from 1h.2 French 
drain as described in the EA. These changes are: 

Length of the French drain has been decreased from approximately 21 GO feet to 
approximately 1950 feet. 

Alignment of the western end of the French drain has been changed so that it sraCs 2; a 
point about 230 feet south of the point shown in Figure 3-1 of the EA. 

The number of influent tanks has been changed from two 15,000-gallon tanks :o !our 
15.000-gallon tanks. 

The number and size ot the effluent tanks has been changed from two 115.002-.ga;lon 
tanks to three 160.000-gallon tanks. 

We believe that these design changes, individually and cumulatively. do not present any increass:' 
or qualitatively different impacts to the environment over those described in the EA. and may. in f z  

oa to be reduce likely impacts. Reduction in the length of the French drain will reduce the ar, 
disturbed by excavation. Realignment of the western end of the drain will reduce the maximum 
dopin of tho excavation from 60 feet to less than 25 feet, again reducing environmental impacts frc 
e>.ca./atio;l u..:?! thosa C;15L:it)cL: : 1 ~  the EA. The addition of rmre and, in the a::?~ 2 I-: a!f!utZl :ankc 
larger tanks. will increase the area that will be disturbed and used for the treatment taciiity. Ths 
increase in disturbed area will be at least offiet by the reduction in disturbed area resulting from t% 
shortening and realignment of the drain. 

The EA identified no significant impacts from construction or operation of the drain or treatment Pi. 
ion. We believe ;hat a this conclusion is not changed by the design changes to the 
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supplemental analysis, beyond that presented in this letter, is not necessitated by events since the 
EA was published and that the Finding of No Significant Impact should be left undisturbed. 

On a second matter related to the OU 1 IRA, certain alignment changes made in the French drain 
since the EA was prepared appeared to cause the French drain excavation to temporarily destroy a 
length of the nearby South Interceptor Ditch (SID) and attendant wetlands. If this were the case, 
construction of the French drain would be a floodplain/wetland action, triggering the requirements of 
10 CFR 1022. Consequently, we prepared and transmitted to you a wetlands assessment. As more 
detailed drawings and more complete information on the French drain and depth and width of the 
necessary excavation have been prepared, and as actual field surveys of the French drain excavation 
limits have been completed, it has become clear that construction of the French drain as it is now 
planned should not affect the SID or its wetlands. 

Specifically, according to the recently-completed field survey of the French drain center line an3 
excavation limits, at the point where the French drain and SID come closest to one another (due 
south of Building 881), the edge of the excavation will be approximately 12 feet from the bank of the 
SID. This distance should be more than enough to assure that French drain construction activities do 
not affect the SID. In addition, a construction access road planned for the south side of the French 
drain excavation will not be built in this area to help ensure the SID is not affected. It is anticipated that 
wherever the excavations and SID approach one another, construction access to the French drain 
will be from the north side of the excavation, away from the SID. In addition, contractors bidding on 
the French drain project have specifically been instructed that the SID is not to be affected by their 
activity . 

On the basis of the preceding information, we conclude that 

Construction of the French drain will not involve the SID floodplain or wetlands and that 10 CFR 
1022 does not apply to this project. 

The original EA and FONSI are still applicable to the proposed action. 

If you have any questions or need any further information, please contact Steve Nesta at 273-6076 
or Bill Mocre at 273-621 7. 
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General Manager 
c - . ,‘ /” Environmental and Waste Management 

EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc. 
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T. C. Olson - DOE, RFO 
B. K. Thatcher - DOE, RFO 


